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Boys at the RGS have important choices to make about GCSE subjects before they enter the Fourth 
Form.  This booklet aims to provide information about those choices and to explain the thinking 
behind the School’s view of the curriculum in the Fourth and Fifth Forms.  Consultation with teachers 
at Parents’ Evenings provides further guidance, as do the School’s Careers Department.

The Fourth and Fifth Form curriculum offers access to all the aesthetic, creative and literary, human 
and social, linguistic, mathematical, moral and spiritual, physical, scientific and technological ‘areas 
of learning’.  It is designed to retain breadth as well as balance and to ensure that no decisions made 
at this stage restrict university and / or career opportunities.  However, there is still flexibility within 
this framework to allow for a certain amount of specialisation regarding the particular interests and 
expertise of individual boys.

In the Fourth Form, boys are divided into two streams for Mathematics.  The top stream (accounting 
for approximately 60% of all boys) study for both IGCSE Mathematics and Further Mathematics.  The 
remainder of the year take IGCSE Mathematics only.  

INTRODUCTION

Boys take a total of ten GCSE subjects of which seven form the core curriculum with the other three 
being drawn from a range of options.

The core curriculum, followed by all boys, consists of:

  English Language and English Literature 4 periods
  Mathematics 4 periods
  Core Language (French, Spanish or German) 4 periods
  Biology 3 periods
  Chemistry 3 periods
  Physics 3 periods
  Religious Education (non-examined) 1 period
  Tutor Period 1 period
  Monday Period 8 1 period
  Physical Education 1 period
  Games 3 periods

OPTIONS
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Boys then select a further three subjects to study to GCSE level following the criteria below:

• All boys must select one humanities subject from History, Geography or Religious Studies.

• Boys select a further two subjects from Art and Design, Computer Science, Design and 
Technology, Drama, French, Geography, German, Greek, History, Latin, Music, Physical 
Education, Religious Studies and Spanish. 

• Each option subject is allocated four periods per week.

In selecting their option subjects, boys are encouraged to choose subjects that they are both good 
at and which they enjoy.  Each of these subjects should be considered rigorous and fosters the 
further development of practical, aesthetic, creative and cultural learning.

Provision is made to support boys who wish to study additional languages beyond the formal 
curriculum.  This applies typically to five to ten boys each year who opt to study Arabic, Chinese, 
Japanese or Russian.
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Inclusivity
We remain loyal to our founding principles to educate bright local students, irrespective of 
background or financial circumstances, and we inherently believe in establishing a culture of 
diversity and acceptance, and in educating our students in a welcoming, tolerant community where 
each individual is valued and enjoys a deep sense of belonging.

Scholarship
We encourage the growth of intellectual curiosity, independence, creativity, innovation and habits 
of learning within a scholarly community through inspirational subject specialists who provoke and 
stretch the students’ minds and inculcate a lifelong love of learning.

Integrity
We promote the development of self-discipline and responsibility, spirituality and a personal moral 
code, and cultivate an ethos where enduring qualities of decency, honesty, courtesy, humility and 
good humour are celebrated.   

Respect
We nurture an atmosphere of mutual respect between all members of our community, and foster 
self-respect and self-esteem in terms of physical health, emotional maturity and personal well-
being, while establishing lasting friendships in a positive, happy environment.

Courage
We develop leadership, teamwork, resilience and life skills through a diverse range of activities 
where all students, regardless of their talents and attributes, are encouraged to challenge 
themselves, take appropriate risks and work hard to fulfil their potential.

Collaboration
We work closely with others for mutual enrichment, and encourage a spirit of generosity and 
service, a sense of perspective, and a firm belief that we can work in partnership with others, locally 
and internationally, to make a difference and have a positive impact on society. 

RGS SCHOOL VALUES
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The RGS is a selective school and we are proud that all our students are able, gifted and talented in 
at least one area of educational endeavour.  Academic excellence is at the heart of our philosophy; 
we believe that the potential of all students is realised by nurturing a love of learning, by cultivating 
in each individual the School’s bespoke set of Learning Habits and by fostering a scholarly mindset; 
this includes:

• being fiercely curious and intellectually inquisitive;

• looking for opportunities beyond the curriculum and making connections between individual 
subjects;

• encouraging creativity and a free-thinking approach which is willing to challenge conventional 
opinion;

• providing opportunities for research and presentation skills;

• mental resilience and flexibility to identify and offer creative solutions to challenges and not 
be daunted by initial failure and setback, rather seeing it as a constructive and necessary part 
of development;

• being ambassadors of excellence;

• engaging fully – and often independently – with the opportunities afforded;

• being young men of integrity;  

• celebrating aspiration and achievement while always remaining humble;

• enriching and benefiting others within the School and those in the community;

• developing a lifelong love of learning and a lasting thirst for knowledge and self-improvement.

These qualities are not just reserved for academic scholars.  They describe the culture at the RGS 
and the ethos of the School.  They are the qualities to which every student should aspire and, as 
such, regular opportunities are provided which are open to all students for enrichment, stretch and 
challenge as part of the scholarship programme.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY
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LEARNING HABITS
The RGS Learning Habits are a bespoke set of skills that we believe are fundamental attributes 
for our students to develop during their time at the School.  The Learning Habits are interweaved 
throughout each student’s curricular and co-curricular experience at the RGS to nurture those vital 
inter-personal skills which will allow them to flourish at school, university and beyond.

Organisation
I am punctual and well prepared so that I can make the most out of every opportunity. I manage time 
effectively and meet deadlines.  My work is clearly and systematically ordered.

Engagement
I work in partnership with others, test their ideas, demonstrate empathy and look towards their well-
being.  I am an active listener who is well engaged in learning; I notice and learn from what others 
do well.  I fulfil my role within a team or group to the best of my ability.

Imagination
I combine my existing knowledge and skills with intellectual curiosity and creativity to successfully 
plan and achieve things in unfamiliar situations, of which I am proud.

Perseverance
I am tenacious when facing adversity or suffering setbacks.  I will understand and learn from both 
my mistakes and those of others and resolve to try again.

Aspiration
I aim to go beyond my current successes.  I enjoy making the most of the opportunities presented to 
me, both inside and outside of the classroom, irrespective of the outcome.

Reflection
I recognise and celebrate my achievements and those of others.  I look back at the progress I have 
made and seek feedback so that I can refine and improve targets for my future development.  I have 
a sense of perspective, rationally test claims of truth and take responsibility for my own well-being.
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ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
ART AND DESIGN
Board: OCR

The creative industries – ranging from advertising to architecture and fashion to film – constitute 
one of the fastest-growing sectors in the UK.  “It is vital that the key strengths… in the creative 
sector are nurtured and championed” CBI Creative Industries in Focus.  The Fine Art course is 
designed to equip boys with core technical skills and to develop their aesthetic judgement and is 
not only for those who wish to study for its own sake but for those who wish to experience working 
practices that will enable them to pursue a creative career in the future.

The course consists of a portfolio containing two practical projects (60%) and a practical set task 
completed over two school days that has been prepared for in the previous six to eight weeks (40%).

As well as their physical artwork, all students now produce a Digital Portfolio.

The course includes two organised trips; to Tate Modern in the Fourth Form and the National Gallery 
in the Fifth Form.
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CLASSICAL LANGUAGES
LATIN AND CLASSICAL GREEK
Board: OCR

Latin and Classical Greek are challenging and highly regarded subjects which enthuse boys with 
the wide range of literature, culture, history, drama and archaeology that the classical world has 
to offer.

The aims of the GCSE courses in both Latin and Greek are:

• to develop a reading competence focused upon a selection of Latin or Greek literature;  

• to appreciate critically and make an informed response to the language, literary forms, 
techniques and qualities of the texts;

• to develop an awareness of the character of the Latin and Greek language and its influence 
on English;

• to understand the cultural context within which the literature was produced, an understanding 
which includes an appreciation of the nature of historical evidence and an ability to compare 
ancient times with modern;

• to appreciate critically and to make some personal responses to the language, literary forms, 
techniques and qualities of the text. 

In Latin, in the Fourth Form, boys continue to study the Cambridge Latin Course books, completing 
Books 4 and 5 as well as completing the GCSE prose set text.  In Greek, boys complete Taylor’s 
Greek to GCSE Book 2 and study the prose set text.  The Latin and Greek verse set texts are studied 
in the Fifth Form.  The two main areas of study for both Latin and Greek at GCSE are language and 
literature.  The language paper consists of an unseen translation and comprehension, and a choice 
of grammar questions or English to Latin / Greek sentence composition.  Boys learn the GCSE word 
list and grammar syllabus for the language paper.  The other two GCSE papers are the verse and 
prose literature papers.  Boys study about 110 lines of Latin or Greek for each of the literature papers 
and the examination questions take the form of factual and contextual comprehension questions, 
translation and extended literary criticism. 

The Classics Department runs theatre trips to watch classical plays and there is the opportunity to 
go on the Senior Classics Trip to Greece, Sicily or Turkey for those studying Latin or Greek GCSE.  
The Senior Classics Society is open to boys taking GCSE Latin and Greek.  The Society invites 
Classics professors from leading universities, who give talks on classical subjects of interest, both 
on and off the syllabus.  Boys are also encouraged to give talks to the Classics Society.  There are 
essay writing and reading competitions open to GCSE classicists.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Board: Edexcel 2020

Computer science permeates through the modern economy as well as our everyday lives.  It is the 
foremost skill of the quaternary economy and will equip boys to work in a wide range of industries.

The subject develops problem-solving skills, analytical and computational thinking, as well as 
examining how computers work.  Computer science and mathematics share a considerable overlap.  
The course contains a significant amount of mathematics, and if you enjoy mathematics and 
problem-solving, then this course would appeal.

The aims of the GCSE course are to:

• understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation;

• analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such 
problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs;

• think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically;

• understand the components that make up digital systems and how they communicate with one 
another;

• understand the impact of digital technology on wider society, including privacy, cybersecurity 
as well as moral, ethical and environmental issues.

• apply mathematical skills relevant to computer science.

The course is assessed through two final examinations, each worth 50% of the overall mark.

Paper 1 - on the principles of computer science - is a written examination that will test computational 
thinking, understanding of data, computers (such as hardware and software), and the issues and 
impact of technology on our lives by considering moral and ethical issues.

Paper 2 - on the application of computational thinking - is a practical examination in which students 
are required to write, test and debug programs in order to solve problems.  The programming 
language for this examination is Python 3.

Boys will be taught Python 3 during their lessons alongside the theoretical aspects of the course.  
They do not need any previous experience of this language, but experience of programming in any 
language is welcome.
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Board: AQA

Design and Technology is a central subject in that it is holistic, cross curricular and multi-disciplinary, 
fostering problem-solving, critical thinking and independent learning.  Its broadness provides a 
desirable background in which boys can contextualise learning drawn from other subjects.  It is 
taught through a combination of theoretical lessons, focused practical tasks and, in the Fifth Form, 
a longer-term, student-driven coursework project.  The different topics and activities engaged in 
by the boys enable them to develop valuable, transferable skills such as project management and 
ICT skills.  Design and Technology develops boys’ innovation, curiosity, initiative, resourcefulness, 
creativity and ability to recognise and produce high-quality products through stimulating and 
enjoyable lessons.

The Design and Technology course at GCSE level is an up-to-date and modern syllabus for 
students interested in the world of design, engineering, materials and manufacturing.  All 
students will follow the same broad and diverse syllabus, learning about a wide range of topics 
within Design and Technology.  There will also be a main focus of wood and systems and 
control electronics.  The school has a very well-equipped, and up-to-date set of classrooms 
and workshops giving the boys access to a very wide range of high-tech machines, tools and 
equipment with which to undertake the course.  Extensive materials and resources are available 
to allow each boy to achieve his full potential.

Boys are assessed via a single written two-hour examination paper worth 50% of the overall marks 
and a controlled assessment project (known as the NEA) worth 50% (to be undertaken in 30 – 35 
hours and produced on a maximum of 20 A3 pages).

Boys will study topics including:

• Industry, Enterprise
• Sustainability, Environment, Ecological Issues
• People, Culture, Society
• Production techniques and systems
• New and emerging technologies
• Energy generation and storage
• Designing and making principles
• Modern materials, Smart materials, Composite materials, Technical textiles
• Input process and output concepts in systems and control
• Mechanical concepts such as changing direction of forces different types of movement
• Tools equipment and processes
• The work of famous designers and how designers work

Elements of mathematics and science knowledge as set out by the DfE are also to be covered.

There are opportunities for boys to enter competitions and many prizes have been won over the 
years.  The Department offers after-school and lunchtime sessions where boys can catch up or work 
on a speculative project.  Outside trips and visits, such as to the Young Designers exhibition, also 
take place.  External speakers also make presentations to the boys.
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At RGS, Drama is taught not because the expectation is for boys to become actors but because the 
School believes it is a qualification essential in educating the whole person.  Top employers demand 
more than just subject specific skills; they look for young people who communicate well, have 
advanced social skills, think creatively and have the ability to improvise in a fast-changing world.  
Drama is particularly valuable for boys who may wish to pursue a future career in the creative 
industries, medicine, law, media and communications, marketing and any area that deals with the 
public.  Boys can continue in Sixth Form to extend their study with GCE Drama and Theatre Studies.  
Drama combines practical and collaborative teaching and learning, with the academic study of 
theory and text.  The AQA syllabus divides into three units that balance theoretical academic study 
with experiential and discovery methods of learning.

Component 1: Understanding drama makes up 40% of the qualification and is examined through 
a one hour and forty-five-minute written paper.  The questions cover general knowledge and 
understanding of drama and theatre, the study of one set play (from a choice of six) and critical 
analysis and evaluation of a live production seen.  This unit is taken as a terminal examination at the 
end of the two-year course along with other GCSE subjects.  Boys will be taken to see at least two 
professional productions over the two years.

Component 2: Devising drama (practical) is worth 40% of the final GCSE and candidates are 
required to create their own piece of drama from scratch.  Candidates produce a significant piece 
of coursework based on the process which is worth 60 marks with the performance itself worth 20 
marks.  This component is marked by the teacher and moderated by AQA.

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) is worth 20% of the final mark.  Boys will perform in two 
short extracts from the same play and this is a free choice of text chosen by the teacher to suit the 
skills of the group.  These performances take place in the Lent Term in the Fifth Form and are for an 
external AQA examiner.  There is no written element to this component.

This course will suit those interested in drama as an art form but also those who wish to balance and 
broaden their education at this first stage of examination selection.  The study of Drama uniquely 
develops personal skills: self-confidence, leadership, collaborative endeavour and flexibility in 
problem solving.  It engenders imagination, empathy, courage and originality as well as fostering 
independent thought, critical awareness and cultural growth.  Drama students can benefit from 
extending their knowledge and experiences of the subject through independent involvement with 
productions either in school or beyond; however, prior experience is not a requirement to study the 
subject at this level.

DRAMA
Board: AQA
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Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First Language English allows learners to: 

• develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking and 
writing 

• learn how to use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation

• develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed. 

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to further their 
awareness of the ways in which English can be used. Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First Language English 
also develops more general analysis and communication skills such as inference, and the ability to 
order facts and present opinions effectively.

The aims describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus. The aims are to enable students 
to: 

• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding, enjoying and appreciating a 
variety of language 

• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own 
writing 

• write accurately and effectively, using Standard English appropriately 

• work with information and with ideas in language by developing skills of evaluation, analysis, 
use and inference 

• listen to, understand, and use spoken language effectively 

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical 
terminology and linguistic conventions. 

Content overview 

Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First Language English offers candidates the opportunity to respond with 
understanding to a rich array of reading texts during the course as a whole. Candidates will use 
these texts to inform and inspire their own writing and write in a range of text types for different 
purposes and audiences. Candidates will develop both their speaking and their listening skills, 
delivering a presentation, and responding to questions and engaging in conversations. Candidates 
are encouraged to become appreciative and critical readers, writers, speakers and listeners.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
ENGLISH LITERATURE
English Language

Board: CIE IGCSE
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English Literature

Board: Edexcel

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 

• engage with and develop the ability to read, understand and respond to a wide range of literary 
texts from around the world 

• develop an appreciation of the ways in which writers achieve their literary effects 

• develop the skills needed for literary study 

• explore, through literature, the cultures of their own and other societies 

• find enjoyment in reading literature and understand its influence on individuals and societies.

Component 1 Poetry and Modern Prose 

In this unit students will:

•  Develop skills to analyse unseen poetry. 

•  Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be used to 
create meanings and effects. 

• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response. 

• Develop comparison skills. 

Assessment 

• Section A – Unseen Poetry: one 20-mark essay question exploring the meaning and effects 
created in an unseen poem. The poem will be reproduced in the question paper. 

• Section B – Anthology Poetry: one 30-mark essay question from a choice of two, comparing two 
poems from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology. 

• Section C – Modern Prose: one 40-mark essay question from a choice of two on each of the set 
texts. 

Closed book: texts are not allowed in the examination.  However, students will be provided with the 
anthology poems in the examination

Component 2 Heritage texts and drama 

In this unit students will:

• Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be used to 
create meaning and effect.

• Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.

Assessment 

• Section A – Modern Drama: one 30-mark essay question from a choice of two on each of the set 
texts. 

• Section B – Literary Heritage Texts: one 30-mark essay question from a choice of two on each 
of the set texts. 

Open book: prescribed editions of set texts are allowed in the examination



14

GEOGRAPHY
Board: AQA

This new specification looks at the interdependence of a variety of physical environments and 
the interaction between people and the world in which they live.  It explores case studies in the 
United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower 
income countries (LICs).  Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts 
in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use.  Boys are also encouraged to 
understand their role in society by considering different viewpoints, values and attitudes.

Assessment is through three externally marked papers: living with the physical environment, 
challenges in the human environment and geographical applications.  This final paper consists of 
an issue-analysis paper based on an issue outlined in a pack given to boys twelve weeks before 
their GCSEs begin.  They are able to discuss the topics in lessons with their teacher but then answer 
questions based on the material under examination conditions.  The second part of the paper 
assesses boys’ understanding of how to carry out fieldwork; for example, they might be asked how 
they went about collecting primary data.  Although there is fieldwork at GCSE, there is no longer 
any coursework.

Boys who study Geography at GCSE will have the opportunity to get involved in fieldwork in the 
local area and abroad.  Most recently we looked at the geomorphology of the River Tillingbourne, 
flooding on the River Wey and the structure of Guildford’s Central Business District (CBD).  We also 
run a voluntary four-day residential trip to Iceland where students have the opportunity to study the 
geographical features taught in the course, such as glaciers, rift valleys and geysers. 



15

GSCE History has proven to be a popular subject amongst students because it provides a fascinating 
opportunity to engage with different aspects of the past.  This is achieved through studying topics 
ranging from Medieval to Modern History; British and wider world history, and a case study of a 
local historic environment.  History promotes an independence of mind and superb critical thinking 
skills.  It also equips boys with the ability to judge between rival points-of-view and develop and 
express their own cogent and coherent arguments or judgements.  Finally, we believe it helps boys 
develop as twenty first century citizens who are well-informed and possess a vital and enriching 
contextual awareness of the contemporary world and how it was forged.

The History course can be split into two main section.  The first section is Understanding the Modern 
World.  Students will undertake a period study which considers ‘Russia 1894 - 1945: Tsardom and 
Communism’.  This study focuses on the development of Russia during a turbulent half century 
of change.  It was a period of autocracy and communism – the fall of the Tsardom and the rise 
and consolidation of communism.  Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural 
aspects of these two developments and the role ideas played in influencing change. They will also 
look at the role of key individuals and groups in shaping change and the impact the developments 
had on them.  From this, students will explore how the Russian Revolution impacted world history 
through a depth study on ‘Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945 - 1972’.  It focuses on 
the causes and events of the Cold War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred, and why 
it proved difficult to resolve the tensions which arose during the Cold War.  This is a truly global topic 
and gives students a broad understanding of a fascinating period in international relations.

The second section that students will study is a British paper on Shaping the Nation. This comprises 
of a thematic study of ‘Health and the people: c.1000 to present day’.  This will enable students to 
gain an understanding of how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long period 
of time.  There will be a consideration of how wider world events impacted the development of 
medicine and public health in Britain, in order to promote the idea that ideas did not develop in 
isolation and the inter-relationship between Britain and the wider world.  Students will then consider 
a depth study on ‘Elizabethan England c.1568 - 1603’, giving students the opportunity to consider the 
last 35 years of Elizabeth I’s reign.  It will focus on major events in Elizabeth’s reign from economic, 
religious, pollical, social and cultural standpoints.  In addition, students will undertake the study of 
a particular Elizabethan site in depth to enrich their understanding of Elizabethan England.  These 
sites have ranged from Tudor Houses, to Castles, to the site of a key moment in the Spanish Armada.

GCSE History always rewards high levels of content knowledge and understanding that are above-
and-beyond the norm.  This is both one reason why it is highly suitable for RGS boys but also 
provides immense opportunities for further independent study on those aspects of the course that 
really fire the imagination.  There is a plethora of relevant wider reading that the Department can 
offer to interested boys as well as regular History society meetings.  Covid dependent, we are hoping 
to offer domestic trips, alongside potential foreign visits to enrich students understanding.

HISTORY
Board: AQA
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Additional Mathematics 
Board: AQA (Level 2 Certificate)

This course complements International GCSE and provides enrichment for the most able students 
and is an ideal preparation for Sixth Form work, particularly for those who wish to study Further 
Mathematics at A Level.  It offers students an extension to familiar topics such as trigonometry 
and geometry while providing an introduction to some of the subjects studied at A Level, including 
exponentials and matrices.  The course also develops problem-solving skills which overlap with 
the top end of International GCSE and allow students to tackle unstructured, unfamiliar challenges 
with success.  Boys in the top stream take this qualification alongside their International GCSE 
Mathematics examination at the end of the Fifth Form.

There are many opportunities at the RGS for boys to engage in Mathematics outside of the 
classroom.  On a national level, boys in all years enter various competitions with several regularly 
progressing to the latter stages of the UKMT Challenges and winning medals for high ranking.  
At a team level, each year group enters a team, often with great success, in the local Guildford 
Schools’ Mathematics Competitions and national team challenges.  Internally we have several 
Mathematics clubs and boys also have the opportunity to represent their house in the annual 
House Mathematics competition.

This course gives boys a foundation in mathematical skills and develops their knowledge and 
understanding of how to use and apply mathematical techniques and concepts to solve problems.  
The course content consists of the standard areas of Mathematics including Number, Algebra, 
Shape and Space, Handling Data, Calculus, Set Theory and Functions and tests the knowledge, 
understanding and application of these areas.  The year group is split into two streams and the top 
60% or so study content from the Further Mathematics course alongside International GCSE topics; 
the majority of students from both streams go on to study Mathematics in the Sixth Form.  There are 
no early entry candidates.

Mathematics 
Board: Edexcel International GCSE

MATHEMATICS AND FURTHER
MATHEMATICS
Mathematics is a rigorous, problem-solving discipline and a unique way of thinking which is 
applicable to real world situations as well as being worthy of study in its own right.  We aim for every 
student to achieve his full potential in Mathematics.
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All boys in the Fourth Form continue to study a core language (French, German or Spanish). In 
addition, they can also choose to continue with their second modern language as an option.

The Department aims to teach boys to communicate effectively and confidently in the foreign 
language, whilst inspiring them to extend and pursue language learning outside the classroom.  
The objective is for the boys to become relatively fluent in the language or languages they are 
studying which provides many fundamental benefits for further study and future careers.  It 
is firmly believed that exploring cultural aspects is crucial.  All courses are geared towards 
purposeful language for boys to feel able to tackle real-life situations.  In addition, the aim is to 
inspire boys to extend and pursue language learning outside the classroom by providing them 
with the skills needed to become effective language learners at any stage of their lives. 

The examination comprises three papers: a listening paper (25% of the total IGCSE), a reading and 
writing paper (50% of the total IGCSE) and a speaking test (25% of the total IGCSE).  These test 
the four basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing, and the emphasis is on authentic 
language.  These skills are therefore developed in lessons using a range of authentic materials: 
articles, film clips and a range of audio materials.  The purpose is for boys to take an active part in 
everyday situations, talking about personal interests, sharing opinions and experiences as well as 
writing short essays.  Lessons are varied, interactive and aim to develop a wide range of positive 
language-learning habits. 

Ordinarily, the Department runs a range of trips across the year groups.  The aim of these trips 
is to boost boys’ confidence and motivation by allowing them to practise the foreign language in 
real-life situations and to experience at first-hand the culture of the country where the foreign 
languages are spoken.  Recent destinations have included Bordeaux, Biarritz and the Normandy 
region in France; Madrid, Barcelona and Andalucía in Spain; the Rhineland region and Berlin in 
Germany.  In addition, the Department runs a range of co-curricular activities aimed at developing 
the boys’ wider interests in languages: the Junior MFL Society, foreign language plays, day trips, 
conferences, competitions, and speed debating events.

MODERN LANGUAGES
FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH
Board: Edexcel IGCSE 
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MUSIC
Board: Edexcel

The music course requires boys to engage actively in the study of music while developing their own 
musical skills and interests.  The course encourages boys to understand and appreciate a range 
of different music enabling them to develop broader life skills and attributes, including critical and 
creative thinking, aesthetic sensitivity and wider cultural understanding.

• Unit 1 (Performance: 1MU01)
• Unit 2 (Composing: 1MU02)
• Unit 3 (Listening and Appraising: 1MU03)

The GCSE course is extensive in scope and encourages boys to undertake a broad yet coherent 
course of study.  Boys are required to perform as a soloist (at approximately Grade 5 standard) and 
as part of an ensemble.  Performances must have a combined duration of four minutes and are 
recorded in March of the examination year.  Additionally, each boy must produce two compositions.  
One must be in response to a brief set by the examination board while the second can be a free 
composition.  Each composition should be at least one-minute long and have a combined duration 
of three minutes.  Unit 3 requires candidates to study a total of eight pieces across four contrasting 
areas of study.  Boys undertake the analysis of each of these pieces in class and are required to 
answer questions on them in an examination taken at the end of the course.  Here, boys listen to 
musical extracts and answer questions covering all four areas of study.  They must identify key 
musical features of each piece aurally before writing an essay on one of the set works selected by 
the examination board.  Boys are also examined on their wider musical listening and understanding 
through aural and written questions comparing both familiar and unfamiliar musical works. 

Each of the units encourages independent study, self-discipline and self-motivation thus giving 
each boy the confidence to become effective and independent learners.  Boys are encouraged 
to take responsibility for their own musical development as performers throughout the duration of 
the course.  Regular practice on their chosen instrument is essential in order to succeed in Unit 
1.  Analytical skills are developed in class and boys develop these skills through independent and 
group work.  Many opportunities are provided outside of the classroom including regular concert 
trips, overseas tours, and an extensive range of co-curricular activities.
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Studying GCSE Physical Education will allow students an academic insight into the ever-growing 
world of sports science.  The combination of physical performance and academic challenge 
provides an exciting opportunity for our students.  An opportunity to not only improve performance 
in their chosen sports, but also analyse their capabilities and discover how to improve performance 
through the precise application of theory. 

Career opportunities for those wishing to further their studies in Physical Education include 
employment in the fields of, but not limiting to; sports management, sports nutrition, physiotherapy, 
sports psychology, biomechanics, sports medicine and pedagogy.

Theoretical assessment:
Paper 1 – The human body and movement in physical activity and sport.

Topics assessed in this paper - Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical 
training and the use of data.

This is a 1 hour and 15-minute examination.  It is worth 78 marks and equates to 30% of the GCSE.

Paper 2 – Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.

Topics assessed in this paper - Sports psychology, socio-cultural influences, health, fitness and 
well-being and the use of data.

This is a 1 hour and 15-minute examination.  It is worth 78 marks and equates to 30% of the GCSE.

Non-examined assessment:
Students are firstly assessed on their practical performance in three different physical activities 
(approved by AQA). They are judged on their ability to perform prescribed skills and then the 
subsequent application of these skills within a fully competitive situation.

This is a practical assessment administered by the RGS staff and moderated by the AQA examining 
board.  It is worth 75 marks and equates to 30% of the GCSE.

Students will then be expected to analyse and evaluate their own or a peer’s performance in a 
chosen activity.  They will explore the strengths and weaknesses of the performance and following 
this create an action plan that stipulates how performance is to be improved.

This will be recorded in a written or verbal format, assessed by the RGS staff and moderated by the 
AQA examining board.  It is worth 25 marks and equates to 10% of the GCSE.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Board: AQA
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SCIENCE
(BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS)
All boys study all three sciences and emerge with separate IGCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.  Subject specialists teach each science subject for three periods per week.  Boys are in 
the same set (determined by GCSE options rather than ability) for all three subjects.

The IGCSE courses are academically rigorous enough to provide both a sound footing for A Level 
and a competent level of scientific literacy for those pursuing other subjects.  The courses are 
examined via two written papers at the end of the Fifth Form.  There is no coursework, although 
an understanding of practical work and the ability to evaluate experimental evidence is examined 
through the written papers.  Nevertheless, great emphasis is placed upon practical work in science; 
hands-on experimentation and investigation are at the core of all three subjects.

Biology 
Board: Edexcel IGCSE 

The aim is to give the boys the best and most inspiring introduction to the fascinating world of 
Biology, while at the same time equipping them with the knowledge and skills to excel in their public 
examinations.  This is achieved through the hard work of a highly qualified, knowledgeable and 
committed team of teachers who consistently teach beyond the scope of the curriculum to ensure 
the boys reach their full potential.

Topics covered at IGCSE include human anatomy and physiology, genetics, nervous and hormonal 
control, evolution, photosynthesis, digestion, reproduction, ecology, classification, biochemistry and 
homeostasis.  IGCSE boys have the opportunity to undertake an independent research project in the 
Fourth Form.  The Biology Department holds several events during the course of the school year, 
such as visits to conferences and lectures and boys have the chance to compete in the national 
Biology Challenge competition.  Potential medics also have the opportunity to participate in the 
School’s Medical Society.
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The fundamental concept of moles is introduced at the beginning of the course and it enables us 
to work out the quantities of substances involved in chemical reactions.  The factors affecting the 
rate of reactions are investigated and boys learn about energy changes.  Organic Chemistry is 
introduced to understand the nature of crude oil.  Naturally, practical work is an important and highly 
enjoyable part of the course.  Boys are shown how molten iron is produced in the thermite reaction, 
make a seemingly endless nylon rope and perform titrations requiring extreme care and accuracy.  
Flame tests and precipitation reactions are used to find the identities of unknown salts. 

Boys have opportunities to take part in a number of enrichment activities such as the Fourth Form 
RSC Chemistry Challenge and the Top of the Bench Competition.  In addition, boys can carry out 
Silver CREST projects and attend Scientific Society Lectures. 

Chemistry 
Board: Edexcel IGCSE

The fostering of intellectual curiosity and the enjoyment of discovering the natural world are key 
aims of the Physics teaching.  The Fourth and Fifth Form courses develop previous work on topics 
such as Forces and Motion, Electricity and Energy, as well as introducing new ideas such as 
Nuclear Physics and Electromagnetic effects.  In recognition of the ability and ambition of RGS 
boys, the material explored ventures some way beyond the confines of the examination syllabus 
and ensures that every boy is given a broad, deep understanding of the subject.  Practical and 
theoretical skills are equally developed throughout the course.  A highly qualified, motivated team 
of staff with diverse interests offer exceptionally well-resourced lessons to ensure that boys are 
impressively well prepared for public examinations and further study in the subject.

The lively interest of staff and boys alike ensures a thriving co-curricular programme, giving boys 
the opportunity to enter the national Physics Challenge, visit a hydro-electric power station built into 
a mountain and attend national lectures.  Revision classes are offered for boys who benefit from 
further consolidation whilst those performing at the top of the ability range in the Fifth Form are 
entered for the national ‘Physics Challenge’ competition.  The rich opportunities available in Physics 
both reflect and cultivate the excitement of all involved in the subject. 

Physics 
Board: CIE IGCSE
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Board: AQA

Religious Studies is open to any boy, irrespective of their religious beliefs or lack of them.  The aim 
of Religious Studies is to study moral and philosophical issues and religious responses to them, 
and to encourage intellectual engagement with complex contemporary and theological issues, not 
to encourage (or discourage) religious faith.  The aims of the Religious Studies GCSE course are 
threefold.  First, boys learn to examine and understand religious and non-religious practices and 
attitudes towards complex moral, social and philosophical issues.  Second, they should develop 
an alert and inquiring mind, an ability to critically analyse the views of others, and an increasing 
degree of independent judgment which can select salient points.  Third, they learn to communicate 
effectively, both orally and on paper, so that they can present their own views and the views of 
others logically and coherently.

The syllabus chosen is deliberately a highly relevant, practical and academically stimulating one.  
Over the two years a range of philosophical, moral and religious topics are examined from a range 
of contrasting viewpoints.  Topics covered include: Crime and Punishment; Peace and Conflict; Sex 
and Relationships; arguments for and against the existence of God.  There is also the chance to 
develop an understanding of the key spiritual and theological ideas in Buddhism and contrast these 
with the key features of Christianity.

Boys are encouraged to develop independent learning habits by preparing for class discussion 
and debate through wider reading: for example, the news and comment pages of a quality daily 
newspaper.  Boys have the chance to make use of these skills not only in their lessons, but also 
through attending the School’s Philosophy and Debating Societies.  There are also opportunities to 
enter national essay competitions in both theology and philosophy, run by external agencies. 
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OTHER TIMETABLED LESSONS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
The Religious Education course in the Fourth and Fifth Forms aims to continue to explore social and 
moral issues and aspects of personal development not already covered in the Lower School.  

Fourth Form

In Search of Community

In the Fourth Form one period per week is devoted to Religious Education which, through the topic 
of ‘In Search of Community’, aims to provide clear information for enabling the boys to come to 
reasoned conclusions concerning a number of moral and social issues.  Part of this process involves 
the challenging of perceived, stereotypical ideas, be they racial, sexual or social.  In all cases, the 
religious dimension of each topic is fully explored.

Fifth Form

In Search of Values

In the Fifth Form, again for one period per week, the course aims to introduce the key themes in 
the areas of Philosophy and Ethics, and to give boys the chance to explore a range of personal and 
moral issues related to contemporary values and personal relationships.  The aim is to promote an 
understanding of the range of religious and non-religious responses to these issues and to critically 
assess their viability and authority.  The boys are encouraged to construct their own appropriate 
system of morality founded on sound knowledge and reasoned theory.  An important part of this 
process is to provide opportunities in a non-judgmental environment for boys to articulate and explore 
their beliefs and values.

Throughout the Fourth and Fifth Forms, all boys have one period per week, with their tutor, devoted 
to PSHME.  During this period, boys study a range of contemporary issues including Wellbeing, 
Digital Safety, Life Skills and Relationships. 

Fourth Form
The Fourth Form programme includes: Mental Health and Wellbeing, Physical Health, Drugs 
education, Relationships and Sex education, Diversity and Inclusion Study stills and Digital Literacy. 

Fifth Form

The Fifth Form programme includes: Revision skills; Health Education, Emotional Wellbeing, Financial 
and Economic Literacy, Debating Skills, Body Image, First Aid and Relationships and Sex education.

TUTOR PERIOD
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Boys in the Fourth and Fifth Form continue to take part in a full and active programme of Physical 
Education and Games.  This consists of a single lesson of Physical Education and a Games session 
(three periods) per week.  During lunchtime and before and after school, there are many sports clubs 
and team practices which take place.

Activities covered in Physical Education lessons include health related fitness/athletic performance, 
basketball, badminton, table tennis, softball and football.  The emphasis of lessons in middle school 
is on high activity levels and the development of tactical/technical understanding in an enjoyable 
environment.

In terms of major sports, rugby is played in the Michaelmas Term, hockey in the Lent Term and cricket 
in the Trinity Term.  In the Fourth Form and above, boys have the option to play either rugby or hockey 
for two terms if they are performing at an elite level or are not involved in the A or B team squads in 
the major sport.  Other options across Middle School include sailing, cross-country, athletics and 
shooting.  There are up to four teams fielded in the rugby and hockey terms per age group and three 
in the cricket season.  Representative sides in the major games play on Saturdays and minor games 
tend to be played after school, during the week.  If a boy shows exceptional sporting talent, then he is 
encouraged to gain representative honours at county, regional and national level.

In order for the RGS to maintain its strong sporting reputation and fixture list, boys are expected to 
represent the School when invited to do so, especially on a Saturday, including the first Saturday of 
half terms.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND GAMES
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In the Fourth Form, the Careers and Higher Education Department begins to discuss A Level options 
with the boys, outlining how these link with possible degree courses and career aspirations.  In the 
Trinity Term, there is the opportunity for boys to take part in a careers analysis programme organised 
by My Future Choice.  This consists of a series of aptitude tests and an interest questionnaire, followed 
an interview with an external careers adviser held at the start of the Fifth Form

The main work of the Department is carried out in the Fifth Form.  In the Michaelmas Term, boys and 
parents attend a consultation meeting at which the A Level options are outlined.  This is another 
opportunity for the links between these courses and their degree or career aspirations to be discussed.

In the Lent Term, boys will make their provisional A Level choices, and these are checked against 
career and university plans to ensure that they support aspirations.  The Careers Convention held in 
January is an ideal opportunity for boys to discuss possible career plans with experts in their fields.

In the Trinity Term, all boys undertake a week of work experience following the completion of their 
GCSE examinations.  Approximately 40% of boys use school contacts with the remaining 60% using 
private placements which they have arranged for themselves.  However, administration and follow-up 
for all placements are coordinated by the Careers Department.

The Director of Careers and Higher Education is always happy to meet with either boys or parents.  
Boys can call in to the departmental office (located next to the Study Area) any morning before 
school, lunchtime, or after school.  Parents are welcome to make an appointment for any evening, 
Monday – Thursday between 5.30pm and 8.00pm.  These are held via Teams and provide an ideal 
opportunity to discuss A Level option combinations and how these inform and relate to university, 
degree apprenticeship and long-term career plans.

Boys and parents are also kept informed of external opportunities to gain career insight and work 
experience as well as early preparation for university via the fortnightly Careers and Higher Education 
Bulletin.

CAREERS AND HIGHER EDUCATION
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