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I mourn the demise of daydreaming and yet as author and science journalist Daniel Goleman famously said, 
“Daydreaming incubates creative discovery.”  Indeed, our collaborative drama production this week with 
Rikkyo School, From Alice to Arisu, allowed all of us who saw it precious opportunities to be fully immersed 
in a world of discovery, fantasy and magic.  As Lewis Carroll famously described: a hot day, a riverbank, a 
book, nothing to do, and before she knew it Alice was following a White Rabbit down a rabbit-hole and the 
rest is a rich tapestry of absorbing eccentricity and wonder.   
 

Individuals have daydreamed for thousands of years and yet spare moments, these days, are all too often 
filled with smartphones and other devices – scrolling through social media, watching video clips, responding 
to emails – leaving little time for our minds simply to wander.  A report in October reported that teenagers 
in the United States spend on average an astonishing seven hours and 22 minutes on their phones every 
single day as well as checking their phones an alarming 80 times each day.  Silence and reflection are replaced 
with a cacophony of communication; solitude is replaced with obsessive online interaction. 
 

There are precious few opportunities to press the pause button on our lives and simply reflect; yet, as a 
school, imagination is such a key part of nurturing learners who are original, creative and inquisitive.  With 
this in mind, over the next few days I urge every single one of you to grasp with both hands the space and 
freedom to pick up a book.  Reading inspires empathy and perspective; it boosts imagination and creativity; 
it provides exposure to new ideas; it allows access to others' emotions, motivations and aspirations; it 
develops critical thinking; it provides escapism and is proven to reduce stress and increase wellbeing. 
 

So, after a very intense, successful and enjoyable half term, I would like to thank the students and staff for 
their committed approach to all aspects of school life and I hope over half term you find time to relax, to re-
charge and to embrace the joy of literature.  As Joseph Addison stated, "Reading is to the mind what exercise 
is to the body", or as Alice so succinctly said “Curiouser and curiouser!” 
 

From the Headmaster  
 

Latest News View the full news archive 

 Careers:  Over 450 individuals, 80 delegates, and eight schools attended the phenomenally successful 
RGS Careers Convention 2020, as students gained an invaluable insight into a diverse range of careers. 
 

Drama:  The collaborative RGS and Rikkyo School bilingual production immersed the audience in the world 
of Alice in Wonderland and its Japanese connections.  After a light-hearted look at Guildford and its links to 
Lewis Carroll and also the powerful emergence of Arisu, a festival of colour, flamboyance and feel-good 
energy ensued.  The White Rabbit, Tom Postance (3E), led Alice into a magical world where the appearance 
of James Harper-Jones (4N) as a dancing Tweedledum or Silas Gordon (3C) as an emerging butterfly, William 
Holmes (2P) as the Jack of Hearts or Afra Jamshaid (3E) as the Mad Hatter, seemed the most natural of 
occurrences.  With the sights and sounds of Japan, extraordinary intonation and fluency, the students 
impressed. 
 



Sports News View the full sports results 

 

Saturday 15 February Fourth Form Battlefields Trip departs (for three days) 

Monday 17 February Half Term begins 

Monday 24 February Upper Sixth Form Mock Examinations start 

Tuesday 3 March Senior Piano Concert in the Recital Room 

Wednesday 4 February First Form Parents’ Evening in the Main Building 

Thursday 5 February Junior French Trip Parental Briefing in the Auditorium 

Chess:  Our 1st VI secured an excellent 4 – 2 victory over King’s College School, Wimbledon.  In addition, 
our 3rd VI got their revenge on Hampton’s 3rd VI, one of the strongest 3rd teams in the UK, winning 8 – 4. 
 

Cross-Country:  The Sixth Form team of Will Barnicoat, Ben Fitzpatrick, Tom Jones, Charlie Kershaw, 
Andrey McIntyre and Sam Perryman finished third in the King Henry VIII relays in Coventry.  This race is the 
top race in the country and attracted over 50 teams.  In addition, Will ran the fourth fastest lap of the day. 
 

Football:  An accomplished set of performances against footballing powerhouse Charterhouse School 
resulted in two wins and a loss for our three senior sides; the 2nd XI’s 2 – 0 victory was particularly notable. 
 

Hockey:  An excellent, competitive block fixture against Trinity School Croydon finished honours-even with 
eight wins, six defeats and four draws, including the 1st XI’s tense 2 – 2 scoreline.  The final block fixture of 
this half of term saw RGS teams competing against King’s College School Wimbledon and Reigate Grammar 
School.  With a number of our teams playing ‘up a level’ against more senior sides there were still goals a-
plenty.  The 1st XI entertained spectators with a 7 – 1 win; Harry Relph (U6) scored three while Alex Tiplady 
(U6) contributed two.  Other stand-out scorelines included a 9 – 0 victory for the Under 16As against KCS’s 
2nd XI, matched by the Under 12A and Under 13C teams who both scored nine goals.  Finally, as a result of 
beating Ipswich School and Cranleigh School this week, the 1st XI progress from a very competitive group to 
the quarter-finals of the Hockey Association National Cup.  

Forthcoming Events View the School Calendar 
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Enterprise:  In the London Institute of Banking and Finance Student Investor Challenge, RGS team 
Stonkbrokers comprising Fourth Form students Daniel Hitchcox, Rudi Rannabugardie and Gus Scadding 
performed impressively to secure a place in the semi-finals. 
 

King’s Lecture:  With the philosophy of challenging, inspiring and engaging, this term’s speaker more 
than achieved this with both her words and, equally importantly, free miniature chocolate bars.  The RGS 
was delighted to welcome Jo Fairley, one of the UK's leading female entrepreneurs: journalist, editor, author 
of best-selling books, creator of innovative projects, and recent guest on BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs.  
Jo’s just-roll-up-your-sleeves-and-do-it attitude shone through as she inspired the audience with her 
rollercoaster journey of GREEN & BLACK’s.  With the incentive of a bumper bundle of chocolate for the best 
question, a fascinating Q&A followed and £400 was raised for Jo’s nominated charity, Centrepoint. 
 

Music:  An absolutely packed Recital Room was treated to a mesmerising evening of music from 
phenomenally talented young musicians as one of the most keenly-contested finals of RGS Musician of the 
Year in recent history unfolded.  As adjudicator Jonathan Willcocks confirmed, any one of the six finalists – 
Ruben Berstecher (L6), Killian Hess (2P), Stan Lawrence (L6), Angus Miller (U6), Solomon Poole (L6) and 
Alex Thow (L6) – could have been declared a worthy winner.  In the end, Jonathan had the unenviable task 
of choosing a winner and huge congratulations must go to Angus on saxophone as he was awarded the 
Steynor Prize with special praise for his lovely liquid tones, technical high jinks, and sense of performance. 


